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TIVE:  Jenuary-February 1937 -
\‘-“:— -
PLACE: 2010 Egst Elm Street

New Albeany, Indlans
CHARACTERS: |
Repidents:

Edward M, Groh, father
Grace C, Groh, mother

Ade C. Groh, sister
Emme D. Groh, sistsr

lgrion Groh, deughter
* Mbert E. Groh, son,
- fbsentee =
Refugees:

Louis Groh, brother
Eve Groh, his wife

Home -- 128 ¥, Spring,
City.

Roger W,'Murr. gon=in=law
Julias E. Murr, daughter

Home == 2223 Reno Aves,
City.
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Mondgy, Jemuary 18

Black Creek has backed up south
of Spring Street. Situation bad but
not yet alarming, fits

Tuesday, Jamary 19

- Femily drove to Jeff and through
New Alo&ny to view high water, They
were not sbie to go more than & quarter
of a mile down the Budd Road,

Wédnesd&y, Jenuary 20

A Red Cross emergency hospital.
wee set up.at the recrestion Ball on
Third end pring Streets, People are
being tekef from houses on West S8th
and Spring by rowboats., The water is
geveral feet high on Reno Avenue and
Tising rapidly. Julia and Rog not yetb
decided to move., Most neighbors are
moving out leaving but a few on Rsno.
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Thursday, Jemuary 21

We drove to Jeff today snd could
hardly get through, the water being
over the hubs of the car at the under-
pass of the Penn, R,R, and st gpring and
Tenth, It 2ls0 covered Indians Avenme
es far es visible from intersection &t
Apring Street, The situation is danger-—

- ous and people are greatly alsrmed. The

water is rising steadily and reports
indicate much higher water.

We went to the Falls City Transfer
Co. to see plvert. His car was stalled
and he had mo idea whether by nighifall

he could get home or not. (He telephoned)

egbout 12 P.M. and seid he had sent for
clothes and that he had no idea &8s t9o

what he would do but not 4o worry. Louie
went up in the truck to bring him home but

he stayed 'at his work.

Julia and Rog had to move here last
night and brought just a few clothes in
hopes the wakter will be down in a few
days. : : : ' s

L roads between Jeff and N.A.
closed by weter, Ngtiongl Guards called -
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Friday, January 22

The water has risen over Second
Street bridge. Before or about noon
today, we got the report that the waber
had come over the Clasrksville levee and
all of Jeff was endangered.

Business College closed at noon
a8 wabter wes g0 high in the basement
that it was impossible to have a fire.

The electricity was turmed off
gt 5:15 P.M. and our telsphone service
is out tonight.

Before the electricity was out,
we heard werning on the radio the -
everyone Ezst of Eest Street and south
of the alley between Spring snd Elm
should evacuste irmedistely, This puts
ug just out of the danger zone.

We brought Uncle Lou's mew Pontiae

- up here in our gersge for safely.

Water is gebting very nesr him and he
is bezinning to move stock,

211 dowhbown merchants are moving
stiock out of their basements beldbving
th.e wabter may get them.




Saturday, January 23

Eerly Saturday morning around 1:30
A.M,, the levee at Gohmann's fgctory gave
wey snd the water ceme rushing over 1o
flood the whole of the East End as pre=
dicted by radio yesterday. We could hear
the roar a8 the levee gave way and the

- water came plunging over, It rushed

through the East End so rapidly that
people who hed been high and dry, seem-
inply safe from any water invasion, ‘only
geveral houre befors, were forced to
evacuete and salvage what little property
ge was possible. Dot Neeld informed us
that they had to wade through water %o
get out. '

We had lunt Ada's and Uncle Lou's
cars in our garage, and when the noise
of the people evacusting woke me around
1:45, I got ups in doing so woke Aunt
Emma, snd between us we roused Aunt Ada
who went out to get the cars out of the
garsge before the water reschedus. John
Bourkenheim, our meighbor, helped her and
after seversl stalls both were brought
to high and dry land, When they backed
the first cer into the alley®, the alley
wes dry snd the water could be heard
sbove us nesring Silver Street. By the
time the second csr was backed out the
water in the alley was knee deep so fas®

did it MOVE .

This excitement over, we went back

o0 bed and swoke later on to find the

it
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(contid from page B)

ground covered with snow, and sbout n
ouf back yard in water and ice, Ourx
telephone wes dead also,

. Rog worked from 7 - 11 or 12 and
expects to conbtinue thus until the
gituation is releived,

The water at Silver and goring 1s
spproximately 9 feet deep. RAILR poured
down all day ceausing the water to Tise
more than was predicted,

Te received word from Al's boss
that Al wes safe at Port Fulton., He is
staying at Dodson's and we certainly are
releived to hear that he is safe ss all
gorts of reports of Jeff being completely
wiped out ware. However, Our NewBpEpErs
inform us that there ars two and only two
dry places in all Jeff, Rose Hill and
Port Tulton.

Today the Pearl Street merchents

were forced to evacuate their basements

and move to first and second stories.
Buginess wae at & standstill, But not
so with the water which was fast rising.

_ Unole Lou znd Munt Eva were forced
%o move to their second story. Pop and

. fouie asre taking cosl oil to them by bosab,

. Natl. Guarde and Am. Legion men were
atationed at Jay and at Silver all day.
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Sunday, January 24

. The water has come dangerously
nasr the house and the sgewer is bagk-
ing up in the basecment. We worked all
morning getting up cosal and salvaging
g few thinges. We tried to 8%OP the sewer
but to no avail. Two feet of water has
enbered during the day. :

The water is in the second stories
on Reno. All travel on the XK, & I. is8
at your own risk. DNo strest cars are in
operation. k

There is a free clinic at High
School and at Silver Street school &s
a1l residents must be inoculated for
typhoid fever.

Loule informs us that the water
ig visible from his house at 2227 McLesn
Avenue.

Mt Evae snd Uncle Lou came here
today. They hed to leave their home bY
way of a window on the sscond floor and
were then boated to dry land. They
passed under Frank Kochler's window &and

*  he dropped hie car keps into the boat
.~ 80 that Uncle Lou could get his car which

wee parked in front of the Grand Theater
and drive it to safety.




(cont!d from page 7)

& Imckily they managed to bring a few

& olothes and ten pounds of beef with

. them. This will sure come in hendy if
& things continue as "Ghay gre nNOWe

We bought a stove from Richa.rd.'s

©  second hand store and have not yet been

& forced to light it although we have it

get up and ready for use. We expect ik
. the water to be high enough to put out

- the furnsce in a few hours. The water

~ isreported to be in the ground floor of

B #he Elsby Bullding,

It'se re,inlng cats and dogs again.

A1l webter mist be purified with
: Bither chlorine or iodine.

g There are but two ways out of N.A.
¢ now: A round sbout way to Floyd Knobs
.~ and the Momnon Raillroazd.

& Wilbur left for Louisville and we've
b not heard drom him since.

NOTE

H Up to this time gll news was written
S 8% night or the morning after they occurred.
. From now on the sentences msy seenm dig=—

" gonnected and hectic due to the fact thitb
" in copying no change was made from the
erigina.l which wes written just as eveunte
: m:zxa& eccurred and not summed up le,'b ETe
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Mondey, Jeruary 28

Water still rising! We have nailed
a yardsiick at the top of the second step
of the stakrs on the back porch and have ;
marked in red pencil;e danger line, the
esbimabed crest, and the point where, if
reached by the water, we will have to
move. According to this yardsbtick the
water is rising at a rate of about an
inch an hour.

We used the stove this morning bub
it smoked so much t.at we had to carry
out the burning cosls end dump them in
the river in our backyard. '

The water is up to the house and
gtarting around it., If we heve more than
three feet we must move up to the abtic,
However, we have unofficisl word the the
river is st a standstiil gt Cineclinmatl 80
we 8%1l1 have hopes of staying put.

We now have fixed the bed stove,
which by the weay cost us $10, and also
.~ have another one in the dining room.

"~ We borrowed this from Genungs. '

> Bee Sands just drovped im and told
s of the terrible condition &t the

P Mesonic Temple where they are feeding
. refugees. :

R~ Three of the Koehlers came just now
& $0 get their car and told us that they'haﬁ




(cont‘d from page 9)

L B s onieel oub 2 part of the wa,ll %0
. get their mother, who wes sick, out of |
.~ their home. :

neee Julis is at Louie‘a'irOning Rog's
:}Z.thrts 80 he will have some %o weear to
e work, :

B This morning we took two capsulaa
¢ splece to inoculate for typhold fever.

44 Te just noticed that several houses
" on Reno sare floaxing axound il |

- ‘We can stand g little over two feeb !
. before we move to the attic, :

e Bread is being shipped in from
& Bedford now and all we eat is soup amd

Mgin, Market, snd Spring Streets R
¢ from East Seventh to West Eighth are T
*  reported to be flooded. The river has long
-a§o met the bagckwater and a grea:b part

of Jeff, New Albany, and Louisville is
inunaaﬁed.

: _The most popular thing in town is
ubber boots. Just now the "beaubiful

lo™ 18 quite ruddy and ugly as it en-
- deavors to clinb its way up our back

" gtairs to reach our floor level., The

L r is lying in Rear Market just above

ennes but has now yet entered those -

28, ; g : : ]




- from page 10)

:e river is reported to be _

11ing et Cincinnati and this slong wihh
t of sunshine now snd then is very
rful news to us who have seen enough
ater in the past week to bathe a nation
'evezzy Saturday nigh‘l: :Eor the next Cenburv. |

A while 880 there was & big launch

. Silver and Spring which was carrying |
food %o 'bhe Flood sufferers, It is getting |
© be quite & geme to run to the beck i
ows w‘nlch face Spring St. and wstch =.
gsorts of objects go floating down the
v. Row bosats, canoces and motorbosets
go a}nrnmn;" through our back vard, Ve have |
mede qui”te g joke over the buckeaw which ©~
iomerlyof our back vard ie now reeiding

&t Pritz's on Spring Street. IEvidently

our iron gate, supnorted by boards from
beneath, felt lonesome without the buck-

saw B0 **t" toc followed suit.

Pop broke into our own cosal which
4g in the basement by going through ome
of our basement windows. We brought up
. geversl more buckets full end now expect
- to heve enough, The back porch looks
like o pig pen, &nd we hope and prey it
will stend the welght om 1% a.m no*b fall
to the river,

o

By the way the aversge Tise of i

h an hour todgy is a decrease OVer thaﬁ L

Le previous two days which &8 near '
we could estinete was over two inches
. hour. News just resched us thb the
_::LB expeotuu %o veach L8 .Wed.nesday.

il




(cont'd from page 11)

The level is now 55%' end the crest is
expected to be 57! a rise of 15, We
have marked the heights on our yerdstick

and sre much cheered by this newss The

water ig over Elm ar Silver. We expect

1% to come down Elm by Wednesday perhsps
a@pout Imee deeps Tonight the water naln
stailver snd Eim broke, The pressure p - S,
very low and the water is fast moving |
down the street. et : .

Resding st 12/ P.M.: 1gdn

Radio predicts crest at Csiro, TI13,
on Wednesday. '

Tuesdsay, Janusry 88

| \ Resding st & A.M. 173" Rise of 5L
in 6 hours. R : “

. Resding gt 8 A.M, i72% Rise of e
per houit. The rabe of rige from 6~2 18
1/6" per hour., This rige 18 decldedly
slower %) an heretofore. s

waber is elmost to the front of
e houge , d that cowing down Elm Street
mot far  GWay. This morning Munt Ads

: . v into the front yard. Unless
nde absolutely gtill within
expect to be surrounddd. The
szein today and for th
'L. ? Bhy s
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(comttd from pege 12)

Dulia snd Rog thimnk their marriesge
license is washed out on Reno. What &
'lamgh! Walk was sabout to Tunl out o
drugs but Rog recelved word this morning
that & National Guard truck brought them
a fresh supply. Thig is o great help,

The river is st & standstill at
Cincinneti.. Reeding at 10 AL 18%,
No wise! 11:30 -- there's quite a ourrent
in the backyard now, We just got & Te=
port that the water st Louisville had
7a11len 1/10 in, in the last hour.

This afterncon we all welked 8cross
the K. & I. Bridge., The sound of the
rushing water was equal to Niagasra Falls.
Houses end a1l sorts of objects including,
1 am told, & live horse, &re flosting down.
You canmot get get off the bridge at the
Louigville end exeept by boat.

The water has reached Vincernes &b -
Rear Market. The gewer hag backed up and
' covered 15th and Elm in gufficient
quantities as to force s few people tO
wove out.  The water down Elm Street is
. in front OF the house. We estimated &
four inch rise all day todays Crest some
time tonight. We hope and pray for falr
weather., The water has risen 80O slowly sall
- dgy that there hes been no special sven’
. or furthur slarm, There 18 nothing much
4o do but look at sster and 186D Te

play cards bub the lights arse baﬁ_aﬂ&
even that becomes LOTresOmMes '
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(conttd from page 13)

A Transformers heve been set up &b

g Bud Daleyls gt HMain and Vincennes, right
off this end of the bridge and we &re nNOW

- receiving current from Scottsburg. How=-
sver our house end others on our side of
the street do not have lights but must
burn cosl oil lamps snd candles, In ﬁhé _
bathroom we placed & coal oil stove which
‘adde to the comforts of all.

10 B.M, Pgul Sullivan repoTrts over i
WLW that the river is definitely falling, >
So~00--00 Rog, Julis, Pop, and Aufrt Em fook
it upon themselves to celebrate bY play-
ing pinochle i1l 12 P.M. Incidentally
kesping the rest of us awake,

Wednesday, Jauary 27

Our yvardsbtick measures same as lest
night. The sun is shining brightly. There
is cuite & wind end the thermometer re-
gisters 60° F,

This afternoon we received word

" %hrough Jumpy Snyder, & fellow who lives

Port Fulton, that fthere is a man from
AMbeny steying &t Dodsons and further

ntified him as Jenet's boyfriend. So

ow thet this is Al and that he 1s
Jumpy also told us that though

had no conveniences or communicatlon

¥hete wore plenty of stores end water

1ton is high end dry.




Back Row: Edward Groh, Grace Groh, Ada Groh, Louis Groh
Center Row: Emma Groh and Eva Groh

Front Row: Marion Groh, Julia Groh Murr
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