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What’s the Difference between a Cyclone 
and a Tornado? 

According to the Louisville, KY National Weather Service Branch, on March 23, 1917 an 
F-4 TORNADO swept through New Albany. 

Cyclone
 A large-scale circulation of winds around 

a central region of low atmospheric 
pressure, counterclockwise in the Northern 

hemisphere, clockwise in the southern 
hemisphere. 

Tornado
Violently rotating column of air... with 

circulation reaching the ground. It nearly 
always starts as a funnel cloud and may be 
accompanied by a loud roaring noise. On a 

local scale, it is the most destructive of 
all atmospheric phenomena. 



Let’s Talk Numbers: 
1.5 million dollars worth of damage

47 lives lost
Over 200 people injured

300-500 homes destroyed



TIMELINE: 
March 23rd- Cyclone hit at 3:08 pm

March 23rd- Afternoon=CHAOS
March 23rd- afternoon/Evening- first efforts of recovering survivors

March 24th- Still recovering victims/survivors
March 25th- Funerals start being held for victims

March 26th- Thousands of spectators came to see the wreckage



Olden Street School



Francis Pauline Brown
● Student at Olden Street 

School
● 6 ½ years old
● African American
● Parents: Henry Brown (chef at the 

Iron Factory) and Maud Johnson
● Lived at 150 Cherry Street
● COD: Body crushed in cyclone 

wreck. Instant.
● Buried in “Colored Cemetery”

Remains of Olden Street School



Jane Johnson
● Janitress at Olden Street School
● 68 years old
● African American
● Widow of Coleman Johnson (coal heaver and 

white washer)
● Lived at 1106 Olden Street
● COD: Injury to head. Occipital Wound. Struck 

by falling timber in cyclone.  Accidental. 
Had Tetanus. 

● Died april 4, 1917. 
● Buried in “Colored Cemetery”



Kahler Furniture Plant

Kahler 
Furniture 
Plant



John Wesley Davis
● Laborer at Kahler Furniture co. 
● 22 years old
● White
● Never married
● Able to read, but not write
● Lived at North Y
● COD: Fractured skull in 

cyclone. Died @ 11:00 pm that 
night.

● Buried in Fairview Cemetery
Remains of Kahler Furniture Factory



Edgar A. McCallen

● Laborer/Foreman at the Kahler 
Factory

● 63 years old
● White
● Divorced from Mary King in 1915
● Lived at 525 E. 8th
● COD: Body crushed in cyclone. 

Instant
● Buried in Palmyra, IN Kahler Furniture Factory



The Didelot Family
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Louisa Victoria Didelot

● Housewife
● 42 Years Old
● White
● Wife of John L. Didelot (Boilermaker)
● Daughter of John B. James (School Teacher) and 

Rosaline Dulieu (Both French Immigrants)
● Lived at 1104 West Street
● COD: Crushed in Cyclone Accident. Instant.
● Buried in Holy Trinity Cemetery



Agnes Cecelia Didelot
● Student
● 14 Years Old
● COD: Crushed in Cyclone Accident. Instant.
● Buried in Holy Trinity Cemetery



Louis Henry Didelot
& 

Alberta Louise Didelot

● Louis Henry: 5 Years Old 
● Alberta Louise: 9 Months Old
● COD: Crushed in Cyclone Accident. Instant.
● Both were Buried in Holy Trinity Cemetery



The Johns Family



Edward M. Johns

● Roller at the Ohio Falls Iron Company
● 36 years old
● White
● Spouse of Gertrude Johns
● Lived at 417 E. Water
● COD: Body crushed in cyclone. Instant
● Buried in Fairview Cemetery

Ohio Falls Iron Company



Gertrude (Lomax) Johns

● Housewife
● 27 years old
● White
● Spouse of Edward M. Johns
● Mother of Mary Louise Spickert Johns
● Lived at 417 E. Water
● COD: Body crushed in cyclone. Instant
● Buried in Fairview Cemetery



Mary L. Spickert Johns

● 4 ½  years old
● White
● Daughter of Gertrude Spickert 

Johns and Peter J. Spickert. 
Adopted by Edward Johns after 
Gertrude’s Marriage.

● Lived at 417 E. Water
● COD: Body crushed in cyclone. 

Instant
● Buried in Fairview Cemetery Mary 

Lomax
Mary 
Spickert 
Johns

Gertrude 
Johns



Mary Lomax

● Housewife
● 56 years old
● White
● Wife of Quinton Lomax
● Mother of Gertrude Lomax Johns
● Lived at 22 West 2nd Street
● COD: Body crushed in cyclone 

accident. Instant.
● Buried in Fairview Cemetery Mary 

Lomax



Cherry Street



Noble Welch

● College Student Studying Medicine
● 26 years old
● COD: Cyclone Accident. Died April 18, 

1917. 
● Burial Location Unknown



Vine, Clay & State Streets



Alpha Irma Everbach
● Student @ ?? School
● 7 years old
● White
● Lived at 1213 Vine Street
● Daughter of William Everbach (Butcher 

@ New Albany Market & bartender) and Maggie 
Strack Everbach

● COD: Accidental fracture of the 
skUll in cyclone

● Buried in Fairview Cemetery



Charles Henry Newkirk & Edith Iona Newkirk

● Fireman on the Southern Railroad
● 26 years old
● White
● Spouse of Bertha Newkirk (divorced 

TWICE from Minnie Newkirk)
● Lived 228 Clay Street
● COD: Punctured Wound-Left Lung 

Hemorrhage. Accidental in Cyclone.
● Buried in Fairview Cemetery

● 5 years old
● White
● Daughter of Charles Newkirk & 

Bertha Read
● Lived at 228 Clay Street
● COD: Body crushed in cyclone. 

Instant
● Buried in Fairview Cemetery



Clarence Moss
● House Painter
● 42 years old
● White
● Spouse of Nellie Moss
● Lived 1414 Ekin Ave.
● COD: Crushed in cyclone accident. 

Instant.
● Buried in Fairview Cemetery

● Enlisted in the Army on August 2, 1898



Union, Pearl & Ealy Streets



Mary Bott
● 42 Years Old
● White
● Never married
● Parents: Joseph Bott and 

Catherine Forgen
● Lived at 124 Union 
● COD: Crushed in cyclone 

accident
● Buried in St. Mary’s 

Cemetery

124 Union Street



Shelby Walker

● carpenter
● 59 years old
● Mulatto
● Married to Addie Walker
● Father of 11 (known) children
● COD: Internal injuries from the 

Cyclone.
● Buried in “Colored Cemetery of New 

Albany”



Beeler Street



Mary Lapp

● Housekeeper
● 29 years old
● White
● Wife of Richard Lapp
● Lived at 214 Beeler Street 
● COD: Body crushed in cyclone accident. Instant.
● Buried in Fairview Cemetery



Charlestown Road



Allen McLean
● Employee of the Wood-Mosaic Plant
● 38 years old
● White
● Emigrated from Canada to 

Pennsylvania in 1896.
● Spouse of Marion McLean
● Lived at DePauw Apartments
● COD: Concussion of the Brain. Died 

March 24, 1917.
● Buried in Ottawa Canada



Elsie Lopp
● Clerk at D. J. Lopp & Son 
● 29 years old
● White
● Daughter of Daniel J. Lopp and 

Maria L. O’Connor 
● Lived at 1701 Charlestown Rd. 
● COD: Crushed in cyclone accident. 

Instant.
● Buried in Leyden’s Cemetery



Elizabeth Brown Gutkese
● Most often referred to as “Lizzie”
● 45 years old
● White
● Divorced from William Gutkese (1912)
● Lived at 216 Summit Street
● COD: Skull smashed by cyclone accident. 
● Died March 25, 1917.
● Buried in Fairview Cemetery



Elizabeth C. Metz

● 64years old
● White
● Never married
● Daughter of John Metz and Lena Bankhauser
● Lived at 1312 South Street
● COD: Wound infection following compound fracture 

of leg and hands caused by tornado accident. Died 
April 2nd.

● Buried in Fairview Cemetery



Katie Metz
● Housekeeper for the DePauw Family
● 76years old
● White
● Never Married
● Daughter of Michael (cooper from France) and 

Catherine Metz
● COD: Crushed in Cyclone Accident. 

Instand.
● Buried in Leyden Cemetery

Katie’s Tombstone at Leyden Cemetery



The North Y



Albert Peyton
● Structural Iron Worker
● 33 years 3 months 15 days
● White
● Parents: William Peyton and 

Elizabeth Henn
● Lived at 1331 N. 1st Street
● COD: Body crushed in cyclone 

wreck. Instant.
● Buried in Fairview Cemetery



Charles D. McCaffrey

● Fireman on Railroad
● 58 years old
● White
● Lived at the North side of 

grant line rd. east of the 
North Y.

● COD: Body Crushed in Cyclone 
Accident. Instant.

● Buried in Fairview Cemetery

● Member of the Grant 
Line Horticultural, 
Agricultural, Social 
and BEnevolent 
Club

● Known to have a 
good singing voice 
and was an avid 
violinist



Vincennes Street



Moses Dodge

● Laborer of Odd Jobs
● 53 years old
● White
● Widower of Ida Dodge (died of Typhoid Fever)

● COD: Fractured skull in cyclone. Died 
March 25th at 8:00 am

● Lived at 1029 Vincennes Street. 
● Buried in Greenville Cem.



St. Edward’s Hospital



Sarah Ellen (Ella) Bostock
● 47 years old
● White
● Housewife
● Had a twin named Mary
● Wife of Daniel B. Bostock
● Parents: John Vaser and Anne Phillips 

(both of England)
● Lived at 1329 North First Street
● COD: Tetanus from injuries received in 

cyclone. Died April 6, 1917.
● Buried in Fairview Cemetery



Martha “Mattie” E. Bunch

● Housewife
● 47  years old
● White
● Wife of Levi A. Bunch
● Daughter of Jesse B. Moon (Civil War Veteran) 

and Mary Trinkle 
● Lived at 1308 South Street
● COD: Body crushed in cyclone wreck. 

Instant.
● Buried in  Fairview Cemetery



Joseph Alonzo Caldwell

● Railroad Employee for the Monon
● 61 years old
● White
● Husband of Mary Caldwell
● Lived at 1205 Ekin Ave
● COD:Intracapsular fractures of femur 

sustained in cyclone
● Buried in Bedford Indiana Monon Employee’s. Photo taken in 1890.



Caroline B. Canter

● Housewife
● From England
● Emigrated in 1872
● 58 years old
● White
● Spouse: Ernest Canter (contractor/Carpenter)

● Lived at 1104 Crystal Ave.
● COD: Skull and Body Crushed in Cyclone 

Accident. Instant.
● Buried in Fairview Cemetery



Rosella      and      Martha Ehringer
● Housewife
● 27 Years old
● Lived at 1205 Pearl Street
● Spouse of Edward Ehringer 

(Marine Engineer)
● Daughter of Herman 

(Upholsterer) and Charlotte 
Griefe 

● COD: Crushed in Cyclone 
Accident

● Buried in Fairview 
Cemetery

● Baby
● 5 ½  months old
● COD: Crushed in Cyclone 

Accident
● Buried in Fairview Cemetery



Nancy Fess
● House Keeper
● 74 Years Old
● White
● Lived at 1718 Monon AVe.
● Wife of Jacob Fess
● COD: Crushed in Cyclone Accident. 

Instant
● Buried in National Cemetery



George H. Read

● Farmer
● 87 years old
● White
● Widower
● COD: Bronchopneumonia brought on 

by exposure from cyclone accident. 
Died April 30, 1917.

● Buried in Fairview Cemetery

Top: George Arthur Read, Left George 
William Read, Right, George H. Read, 

Bottom Martin J. Sillings



David R. Russell

● Brickmaker/Laborer
● 50 years old
● African American
● Widower of Florence Clemmens
● COD: Sepsis resulting from wounds 

sustained in a cyclone. Extensive 
suffocation of wounds of back.  Died 
April 30, 1917.

● Buried in “Colored Cemetery”



Louise Umbreit
● Housewife
● 47 years old
● White
● Wife of George Umbreit (driver)
● Daughter of Philip Scharf

● Lived at 1318 State Street
● COD: Chest crushed in cyclone. 

Instant
● Buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery



George Zurschmeide

● Student at ?? School
● 7 years old
● White
● Son of Ulrich Zurschmeide (carpenter) and 

Mary Bitner Zurschmeide
● Lived at 1031 West Street
● COD: Chest crushed in cyclone. 

Instant
● Buried in Edwardsville, IN



Victoria (Bezy) Zurschmeide

● Housewife
● 40 years old
● White
● Wife of Ulrich zurschmeide
● Lived at 1031 West Street
● COD: Chest crushed in cyclone. 

Instant
● Buried in Edwardsville, IN





Julia Dearmore

Julia Clemens

Jennie hardaway

Rose Huff

Ruth Parish

Mary Whittaker


